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VOL. Ill. The East Texan No. 3 

COMMERCE, TEXAS, THUltSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1917 

Prominent F ootha/1 Men at E. T. 

No. 2.- W. B. GURLEY. 

Few others have had rnot·e to do 
with .E. T. athletics as a pa1·ticipant 
than Webb Gurley. 

He came to E. T. in 1914 from Kana
wha, Texas, at which place his parents 
reside, and who are considered the 
biggest land owners in the Red River 
Valley (this to his girl friends, under
stand, who have already been at
tracted by his looks.) 

It is judiciously admitted among big 
circles that Webb, Charlie Johnston 
and John Mayo are the biggest wind
jammers in school. 

But come to his looks, that would 
take page after· page to justify. Tall 
as a maypole, realy few men on the 
squad who can look over him. He 
made use of his height to help him 
carry the pigskin. Big ears which 
characterize his generositt, completely 
set off a head covered with black, 
curly locks. He has brown grey eyes, 
the only thing that keeps these most 
brilliant eyes from burning holes 
through the hearts of the tender gi r lies 
is the fact that he has taken the pre
caution to cover them with a glass 
front. 

When he came het·e he enrolled with 
the second grade folks and most in
dustriously, despite his athletic ac
tivities, he has risen to a high place 
among upper classmen but since his 
work is miscellaneous he will prob
ably not take his degree here this 
year. 

He early joined the Lightfoot So
ciety and the second day he was here 
he played baseball at his old place on 
third. He really likes baseball better 
than football and he played some ball. 
At bat few are his superior, while in 
field work he is hard to beat. In the 
games with Wesley, Burleson, etc., 
his batting many times won games 
and other times his sure peg which 
never misses fire tides our nine over 
some turbulent seas. He knocked 
several home-runs last season. In 
particular against the Bailey club. 
He proved a thorn in the side of the 
Chinese University men. 

He also made basketball team here 
last year, as guard he fought the op-

posing teams. He is there with the 
goods this season and we are counting 
on him. 

He has sorr,e brothers as mean as 
most boys whom he has fought for 
and against in his earlier days, and 
as fat• as we are concerned he might 
give Louie some more. But this has 
given him a good build which, not on 
Johnston's style, is good. He has a 
great powe1· of indu1·ancc under the 
most gruelling conditions, after the 
limit has been reached by others. He 
is one of the men who have recflivcd 
their N's for the past two years. 
At practice ho is always there, in the 
game he g-i ves us all he has. He is 
truly a prominent figure on the campus. 

failed to render the decision that 
way. 

Roy Riddle acted 
to the jury, and Roy 
as clerk to the court. 

as assistant 
Cass acted 

Visitors were present from 
every society of the college. 

Classic-Scientific students in 
school at present are: J. M. Mc
Gee, Burr Cameron, E. L. Taylor, 
Thos. R. Nelson, Charlie John
ston, Allen Ritch, Miss Jewell 
Tuttle, Miss Myrtle Morris, Mrs. 
Cowling, F. S. Keahey, L. W. 
Richardson, R. A. Eads, Miss 

Lightfoot Society Has Success- Lu tie Moulton, H. E. Ritch, Mrs. 
~ I y; J. M. McGee, J. C. Wood, J. J. 
,u ear. Wilson, Mil's Elizabeth Neal, J. 

This has been a very success- F. Story, K. K. Eason. 
ful year for the Lig-btfoot Society. 
It seems that every member has 
his whole soul in the work, and is 
striving to make this the most 
successful year that the Society 
has ever experienced. 

Since the opening of the first 
term, which was in September, 
the Lightfoots have enrolled 118 
members, which record has never 
been made before as we know 
anything about. 

The Lightfoot boys have given 
several very interesting pro
~rams, but one we wish to men
tion in particular is the program 
which consisted of the "Trial of 
a Cigarette." It was given in 
regular court style. Torr. Daniels 
acted as judge; C. J. Driver and 
L. L. Locklin were attorneys for 
the defense. L. lJ. Parsons and 
D. F. Bigony were attorneys for 
the plaintiff. Charges were filed 
by Herbert Bland against the 
cigarette, in which the cigarette 
was found not guilty. 

The jury consisted of twelve 
intelligent young men, but they 

Sunday afternoon (Jan. 7) with 
Mrs. Cowling eighteen girls or
ganized the Senior Reading Club. 
Officers for the following offices 
were elected: President, 1st 
Vice President, 2nd Vice Presi
dent, Secretary, Assistant Secre
tary, Treasurer, Literary Com
mittee, and Arrangement Com
mittee. The Club framed and 
adopted a constitution and by
laws. A short program begin
ning the study of Laurier was 
rendered. The Cbb flower, the 
violet, was given a!'I favors. Meet
ings will be held each Sunday 
afternoon at 1 :45. 

It seems true today that: M0re 
people are killed by old air Lban 
cold air. 

You can see an automobile; you 
can bear a rattler; you can taste a 
poison; you can smell bad meat; 
but you can neither see, bear, 
taste nor smell a disease germ. 
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It seems as this is almost a 
society issu e, hut as it is the close 
of the term and the societies have 
elected officers for the ensuing 
term, we believe that a great 
part of tbe space should be given 
to them, we feel that many stu
dents who have gone ont in the 
past are still loyal and interested 
in the welfare and work of his 
respective society. 

Subscription Contest. 
It was announced last week 

that all the Literary Societies 
were supporting the East Texan, 
and a promise made that it would 
also be announced which society 
had furnished the greatest num
ber of subscriptions. 

In addition, we are inaugerat
ing a contest between the socie
ties, on a percentage basis, t,he 
contest to continue every week, 
closing finally June 1. 

To illustrate what is meant: 
each week it will be announced 
which society has the largest 
percent of the members enrolled 
who are subscribers to the East 
Texan. By this plan all will 
have an equal chance, and inter
est will increase with each issue. 
With the increase of i;u bscriptions 
which this plan will bring the 
East Texan should be able to 
materially reward the winning 
society. Just preceeding the 
May opening, the society that 
stands at the bead of the list will 

get the entire first page given 
over to it to be used as it sees fit. 
Then June 1st if financial con
ditions permit, the winner wi11 
be aw ... rded some kind of souve
neir that each member will long 
cherish. 

As we haven' t yet 1-!"0tten the 
percent standing of the respec
tive societies, it is not amiss to 
state here tha t the Lightfoot 
Society is now leading in numbers 

Businessmen Subscribers. 
Following is the list of business 

men of the city who have sub
scribed for 1'ne Ea!>t Texan: 

A. E. Godwin & Bros., Mccarter & 
Perkins, Cameron Brocheen,dry goods; 
Perkins Bros, dry goods; Roy Owens, 
Dallas News Mao; Palace Drug Store; 
Charlie Frey, at tho Palace Barber 
Shop; L.B. England, at First National 
Bank; Forrest Sheely, at P. & M. 
National Bank; II. D. Wynn, Citizens 
State Bank; Thomas Cook, with Light 
& Power Co.; Apperson & Moreland, 
Meat Market; Commerce Bakery; L. J. 
Corbin, with Wells•Fargo Express; 
Mrs. Beulah Smith, Millinery; Palace 
Barbor Shop; Commerce Confection
ery. 

There are a few others whom 
we are sure will be interested 
but at the time that the b:isiness 
people were called upon, they 
could not be seen. 

To say that the college and 
stµdent body appreciate the 
loyalty and support of so rran;y 
people of our little city, is stating 
it very mildly. 

A wide-awake student body 
are not slow in finding out those 
who ta.ke an interest in them 
above the mere dollar and cent. 

An Appreciation. 
The following letter, which is 

self-explanatory, was received at 
the College Office this week: 
DEAR PROF. MAYO: 

Once upon a time an eloquent speaker 
conducted chapel exercises at E. T. N. 
C. Many eloquent speakers have con
ducted chapel exorcises there; but this 

one I remember in particular. Ho 
said some beautiful things about E. T. 
N. C. whkh wi>re so true that some of 
us blfnked our eyes real fast and oth
ers of us had recourse to our handker
chiefs. In conclusion the speaker 
asked how many of us would remember 
to send you a little Christmas present 
after wo had begun to earn our own 
living. Every one present stood up. 
Thon you said a fow words in which 
you oxprossod your sympathy with us 
for· having let out· feelings betray us 
into making a promise which we would 
be very likely to forgot. I did not 
forgot, and my feelings arc still bo
tray ing me. I hope you will accept 
the little present and the highest 
esteem of one who can never for. ot all 
the lessons learned in that beloved 
institution. A FRIEN D. 

Attached to the letter was a 
Phiiippint:: Postal Money Order 
to the amount or $5.00. The let
ter was mailt::d at Cotabato, P. I., 
on November 22, 1916. 

The LightfootLite1 ary Society 
met in regular session SdtU rday 
night, Jan. 13, 1917. After a 
short b ut exceilent program the 
Society went into the elt!ction of 
officers tor next te rm. Tbe fol
lowing- officers were elected: P. 
T. Brown, President; Homer 
Petrea, Vice Prei-ident; Will 
Singleto!1, Secretar .)'-Treasu rer; 
J.C. Driver, As;,iistantSecretar,r
Treasurer; W. M. Neal, Critic; 
A. J. Hackfield, Chaplin; D. L. 
Bigony, Assistant Chaplain; S. L. 
Moore, Sargent-at-Arms; G. l?. 
Hudspeth, Janitor; Hugh Isabel, 
W. V. Fouester , James West
brook, Program Committee. 

When your waist line is more 
than half your height, it is pre
suming on your life. 

The man whose meals are long
er than his walks, soon will not 
walk at all. 

Lost-A twine string and two 
burnt match heads. - Wesley 
Morris. 



.A Rabbit Hunt 
Monday morning when we all 

arose from our peaceful night's 
slumber we looked ou t of the win
dows and we beheld, seeming!;}·, 
the deepest snow that we had 
seen for several years. And of 
course a !'now is very suggestive 
of several things. It is owing to 
the place generally as to what it 
suggests, and it being here in 
Uommerce and no deer to hunt, 
of. course a rabbit bunt was next 
to it. 

Mr. ti1cGee, whom we all know 
as a sportsruan, took a troupe of 
men and went to the woods in 
pursuit of "Mr. Rabbit," agamst 
whom charges were made iast 
spring and ::.ummer for "cutLiog 
cabbage" and other garden vege
tables. 

The troupe and their leader 
were ver:r successful, retu ming 
with forty-five of our enemies. 
And, too, we· might add that thP,Y 
used neither dog nor gun. 'l'hey 
had no impliments of war excepl 
willow clubs, which they used 
very effectively. The championl:'
of the day were Roy Parsons and 
C. C. Price. They each one 
killed seven of the escaped "cab
bage cutters." 

Amothenean Society. 
Oo last Saturday evening the 

Longfellow was enjo_yed. The 
g irls an> enti>ring into these 
studies with renewed interest 
since the holidays. 

We would be glad to hear from 
our former members. We want 
to know what .YOU are doing. 

- -·-- -
Philo Officers. 

B. S. Cameron, president; H. 
M. Dyer, vice president; S. T. 
Ruie, sec-reta1y; Jeff Story, 
assi~tant secretary; Joo. Mayo, 
t1-easu rer; L. W. Richardson, 
chaµlin; Ira Lewi'", sargeot-at
arcns; G. W. Mc Le more, critic; 
C. E. Jvhnston, G. H. F. P. & I. 

--- -
" At any ratP, love isn't stone 

blind," so Mr. Eader says. "It 
can always detect a flaw in an en
gagement ring." 

Ever.)' bo,v with average in
tellig-e nc?- wants to do. But bis 
trouble is that he hates not to do. 

We know of some men who 
were eighteen before they could 
write their name. And these 
men are now out upon the battle
fields of life, and are in every 
instance successful. Some of 
these bO.}'S were once in i.chool 
here. Compare some of our 
chances with theirs. 

Miss LennJ'e McGlammer.)· 
spent the week-end witL her 
aunt at Sulphur Springs. 

Amothenean Society elected the Miss Susie Teel spent several 
following officers for next term: days with friends in Brashear. 

Miss Lowry-;-"Mr. Cochran, 
bow long did you say it is before 
one takes the small pox after 
they are exposed?" Mr. Cochran 
-"Twenty-one days." Miss L.
"I thought it took three weeks. 

President, Ione Gray; Vice Pres., 
Lelia Ra,y; Secretary, Sallie 
Strother; Assistant Secretary, 
Myrtle Latspeich; Chaplain, 
Gyneth Bracket; Treasurer,Vera 
T·enar; Janitor, Lutie Moulton. 
M,iss. Moulton bas served as presi
dent since September and in re- 'I'he stork brought Mr. and 
turn for faithful service the So- Mrs. A. F. Pryor of Cameron, 
ciety thought it well to grant her N. M., a boy on Dec. 1st. Some 
the most honorable office in the of the old stud en ts will remember 
society. Mrs. Pryor as Miss Abbye Par-

A very interesting study of sons. 

Students Since Holidays. 
Eunice Adcock .... Doddricge, Ark. 
Millie Colthary . . E'mo, Tl'xas. 
Willie Day . . . . . . . . . . Floy, Texas. 
:Milbum Dr;cr.... . . Tolar, Texas. 
f~sther Daughtry .. Mt. Pleabant, Tex. 
Jack Eulal ........ McKinney, Te~ as. 
S . (). England . . . . Jackson, Okla. 
fra Fafrchild .......... Schulter, Okla. 
Frank Fairchild ...... .... Allen, Ky. 
Cecil Folks ... .. ... Ledbetter, Texas. 
JessieGeraugbty ... Corsicana,Texas. 
Bernice Gee ....... Laroaseo, Texas. 
L. A. Hensley ...... Connsville, Texas. 
M. U. Hanis ... . .. Grapevine, Texas. 
Grady Himes ...... <Jo=orce, Texas. 
R. D. Ilous~ .... Sulphur Bluff, Texas. 
Gladys Jordan ... Corsicana, Texas. 
Luoise Johnson ... Sulphur Springs. 
H. L. Kidd . ...... ... Sherman, Texas. 
Lois Lowery .... 11:t. Pleasant, Texas. 
Myrtle Latspeich .......... Kennedale. 
Angis. La Fan ...... CampbeJI, Texas. 
Manual Lucas ..... Grapevine, Texas. 
P. A. Madduxe .. . ... Blossom, 'l'&xas. 
Lizzie Molton ......... Bryans Mills. 
Grover Nichols . . . .... Bethel, Okla. 
Ingroy Rodgers ........ Bivens, Texas. 
Lloyd Smyth ............. Caviness. 
W. U. Speights .... . ..... Roysce City. 
Carris Sargent .. .. ... ..... Commerce. 
W. T. Sparks ................ Emory. 
S. P. Traylor ................. Komp. 
Fannis Vincent .... Somerville, Okla. 
Hugh Haldrum .... ........ Bagwell. 
Cleo Blevlns ............ Mt. Pleasant. 
W. C. Blankenship.... .. .. Naples. 
Daisy Thomas.... . ............ Kemp. 
E. R. Barton ... . ......... . Palestine. 
J.E. Wa1·d .............. Raleih, Miss. 
J. D. McComant ........ Commel'ce. 

Among those displaying pa
triotism to their country were 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowling, Mrs. 
Etta Booth, Miss Aileen and 
Master Leibl-ing Mayo, Burr 
Cameron, ~lmer Taylor, Mr. H. 
B. Miller, who attended "Birth 
of a Nation" at Greenville Mon
day and Tuesday evenings. 

E. L. Taylor, Commerce, Tex·. 
Find enclosed 50c. Please send 

me the East Texan for 6 months. 

Name ................... ·-······· .............................. .. 

P.O ................................................. ....... .. 



Alumna/ Doings 

'l he following is an extract 
I rotn a letter received recently by 
the Alumna! editor of the 1'~ast 
Texa.n: 

43 Far-well Hall, 
Newton Centre, Mass., 

Jan. 9, 1917. 
Dear Prof. Miller : 

l am now a student in Newton Theo
logical Institute, where I expect to re
main until June, 1918, at which time I 
expect to graduate. 

Last year I registered in the Howard 
Divinity school but did most of my 
work in the graduate school, selecting 
courses which we1·e of most interest to 
me. 

1'his past summer I had charge of 
the social and religious interest of a 
summer resort community among the 
hills of New Hampshire. 

This year l am enjoying a scholar
ship which pays all of my running ex
penses and allows two dolla.rs per 
week for private spending money. I 
find that the schools of the North have 
more money as a rule than the schools 
of the South. . 

.Very sincerely, 
WILLIS FURR. 

Willis Furr is a native of New Mexi
co, his father being a farmer in that 
state. As a boy Willis had very little 
opportunity to attend school. When 
he was 14 years of age he came under 
the influence of a Baptist minister who 
held a meeting which he attended. 
During the meeting he talked with the 
ministe1· and disclosed a yearning for 
an education. His father was obdur
ate, and told him that he would have 
to rustle for all the education he was 
to receive. The minister lent a help
ing hand to the boy and gave him 
board and lodging while he attended 
school. 

Willis was a striking figure when he 
made bis appearance at Handley, 
Texas, to attend the high school. He 
did chores and ran errands to pay for 
his upkeep, was awkward and clumsy 
of ·motion and speech. But he was 
always hopeful and cheerful, so much 
so that he came to be known as 
"Happy" on the school grounds and 
about town. While attending the 
high school at Handley he made his 
first attempt to take a part in public 
religious service. Those who beard 
him despared of his ever being able to 
make •a speech in public. He has since 
delivered the Alumna! address at the 
East Texas Normal College, preached 
from the pulpit of the old North 

church, Boston, and 'i1 already a 
forceful speaker. He will be koown 
sometime as an eloq ucnt pulpit orator. 

Ilis last years in the high school at 
Handley were under the tuition of the 
writer of this article. When he gradu
ated ho attcmp cd to enter Baylor 
Universiiy, and was told that it would 
rcquir·e at least five years for him to 
.:ompletc the course leading to the B . 
A. degree. It was a hard fight fur 
him to give up the idea of going to 
Baylor, but he gave it up to come to 
tho East Texas Normal College where 
I assured him that he could obtain 
more favoraolc entrance conbidera
tion. Had he gone to Baylor te 
would have received hb B. A. degree, 
according to their stat mrnt to him, 
next June. He received his B. A. 
degt'ee here in July, HH4, his M. A. 
from North Carolina in June, 1015; 
his M.A. from Harvard in June, 191ti; 
and is now pursuing hb theological 
studies as indicated in his letter. 

Mr. Furr is now twenty-three years 
of age and from the time he entered 
high school bis parents have not con
tributed one penny toward his educa
tion. He is now a regularly ordained 
minister of the Bap,ist church, a high 
school, co.lege, and University g radu
ate, and almost through the theolol!i
cal semina ,·y. 

While attending high school Willis 
was actively interest d m every ac
tivity of the school, bJth on the play
g1·ound and in the class-room. 

He brought with him to Commerce 
this same spirit of taking a hand in 
whatever came to hand. He was an 
active worker in the B . Y. P. U. aod 
an enthusiastic member of the Light
foot Society. In spite of the fact that 
he was working to pay his expenses 
through school he found ample time 
for these activities. 

The boy from New Mexico has surely 
been busy at something useful a good 
part of his time. The truth about it is 
he has been so busy that another has 
stolen the heart of his girl. She mar
ried recently one of bis former school
mates. She was also one of his former 
schoolmates. But neither of them 
thought it was worth while to "go to 
college.'' 

Another interesting sketch, more 
remarkable than this in some respects, 
is promised for this page next week. 
Watch for it. 

Mr. C. A. Murray, B. S. l!JlO, is 
teaching in the Austin High School. 
Since completing his degree hero Mr. 

' Murray has spent a part of his time in 
teaching and a part of his time in the 
Uoiversi•y. He is doing some work 
in the University new along with his 
teaching in the Austin schools. 

Mr. W. L. Patrick, Ph. B., is 
principal of the public school at 
Flint, Texas. 

Miss Annie Cowling, B. S., is teach
ing in tbC' high school at Garrison, 
Texas. Their school work was hin
dered recently by the burning of the 
school building. 

Mr. I. A. Coston, A. B., is Supt. 
of the Public Schools at Gilmer, Tex. 
Mr. Ooston has held this position for 
the past several years. 

Mr. C. T. Speed, A. B. 1910, is 
principal of the public school at 
Naples, Texas. HebasbeenatNaples 
tho past four years. 

Mr. E. A. Watson, B. S., for several 
years Supt. of the public schools at 
Snyder, Tex as, is now engaged in the 
practice of law at that place. 

( Brought from last week.) 

The girls of thP. Amothenian 
Soci1>ty met last Saturd:1y night 
(Jan. 6) for the first meeting 
after the Ch ris!mas holidays. 
An interesting Riley program 
was given, after which Mr~. J. F. 
Belt entertained the girls with a 
story of hflr Ii fe in the Pb ili p
p in es. Several new members 
were admitted during the busi
ness session. From the large 
number pre~ent and the interi>st 
taken, bright prospects are en
tertained for a year of good, 
earnest, work. 

In regular session of the Ex
celsior Society Saturday ni1?ht, 
J an. 13, the following officers 
were elect"d for the e nsuing
term: U. A. McCasland, P r esi
dent ; Pat Smith, Vice President; 
John Correll, Secr1>tary; J. C. 
Wood, Chaplain. E . L. Taylor 
was elected janitor; but owing to 
the fact that he objected to being 
called janitor, he was given in 
add ition the office of critic. 
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