Texas A&M University-Commerce

A&M-Commerce Digital Commons

All Oral Histories Oral History Collection

1978

David A. Talbot, Oral History Transcript

David Arlington Talbot

Dennis Peck

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.tamuc.edu/scua-oral-history-all

Recommended Citation

Talbot, David Arlington and Peck, Dennis, "David A. Talbot, Oral History Transcript" (1978). All Oral
Histories. 1.

https://digitalcommons.tamuc.edu/scua-oral-history-all/1

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Oral History Collection at A&M-Commerce Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in All Oral Histories by an authorized administrator of A&M-
Commerce Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@tamuc.edu.









22

I am from a family of missionaries so I had been reared on
the ideals of service to humanity and that sort of thing--

if you're talking about changing things for the common  good,
I thought the place was America. I know that my experiences,
subsequent experiences, certainly validated that faith.

[et me, if I might, use your later statement as a lead-in

for another question in terms of a [unclear] way back, before
we even started in essence, something about your background.
You indicated that you're from a family of missionaries.

Has this been an overriding factor in your life, the religious
attachment that you hold with your family?

Maybe even more than religious attachment, a tradition of
service. I have been told that my maternal great-grandfather,
or it might have been her great-great-grandfather, was the
son of a chief, of the Ibo tribe of Africa, Nigeria, who
with a hunting party was captured and sold into slavery.

[I am told]} that when they finally got them to Guyana, his
associates refused to take orders from anybody but him [and]
that he then was treated as something like an overseer. He
was responsible for the welfare of his men and that it was a
sort of nonslavery/slavery situation. I'm pretty sure that
this is authentic. His son was a pharmacist and served
medical areas. He was more than a pharmacist. He was some-

thing between a pharmacist and a physician. He was a paramedic
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of a very high degree because he was the only medical per-
sonnel on this large island. He did everything from appen-
dectomies to extractions. But the thing about it was every-
body around there felt that he did it most of all for service.
He made a lot of money but even more than that he was of
service to his community. At the time that he was funeralized,
three services were held: one Hindu, one Moslem,and finally
a Christian service because all these people who lived there
looked to him as not representative of the Christian religion,
but just someone who had served the entire community. My
father came from the same sort of background. Maybe I can
document even better in listing some of the areas in which

at the present time my relatives serve. I have a first
cousin who has served as an ambassador to the United

States. He is High Commissioner from Guyana to Jamaica,

and he's also a bishop in the Methodist church: I have another
cousin who is a namesake. His name is David too. His is
David Abner; I'm David Arlington. But when last heard from,
he was in house arrest in Ethiopia because he was a trusted
adviser to Haile Selassie and had served as Minister of
Education, as secretary--private secretary--to the Emperor.
That sort of thing. I have another cousin who is just
retired from serving as the Secretary of Health for Guyana

and is going to work with the World Health Organization. I
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have a brother who serves as vice president of Texas State
Technical Institute and that sort of thing. Another brother
was a minister who was well-trained in the U. S. and went
back to Guyana to work for almost nothing because of this
tradition of service. He died in 1965. I did quite well
in 1951 as a salesman in New York City, and consonant with
that tradition, I left there and went to work at a small
college in Arkansas making $2,025 a year--a church college.
In keeping with this whole tradition, family tradition of
service, my uncle was a priest in Pinewood, South Carolina,
and who died last year at ninety-four, wouldn't leave the
community because they didn't have a priest. Up to his
ninety-third year [he] was giving service. So it's a tra-
dition that my family has observed in terms of preparation
and service.

Initially you didn't really have the thoughts of service so
much in your mind, did you? Let me key in on a couple of
words that I consider to be significant. You talk about a
land of opportunity on several occasions, and the key word
here is opportunity. You talked about or you used the word
"money." To any person wanting to get ahead in life, to
have opportunity, money is a very important factor obviously.
You shared with me some time in the past a very interesting

story in terms of the leap forward from a monied situation



